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Wesl Be shi€ Ostdd Counol Represent lion

Thames Heritage Bost Mus€um - MalteB s€eking app.ovali r€es and L6yolt

1 .

1.1

The Appeal Site and its Surroundings

The site itself is located to the east ofthe Beale ParkMsitors parking area and

ticket office, the site is bounded to the east by the river Thames, and the area in

question contains a significant number of trees, as identified on plan U.06.06/02

dated Dec 2012 as indicative circles only.

This area is characterised by the river Thames and the various trees along the

River bank, the appeal site contains a significant group of tree, which provide a

significant boundary screen between the built environment of Beale Park visitor

parking a/Ticket ofiice and the natural environment of the rir,/er.

Generally, the mixed broadleaf in the surrounding area is visually appealing and

the scale of landscaping in relation to the built environment is appropriate to the

surrounqrngs-

The Trees

The appeal sile contains a mixed tree species of varying sizes but mostly of an

even age structure, which predominantly consisting of Wllow, Ash Poplar,

Hawthom and, Birch with occasional Pine trees.

These trees are clearly visible from a public assessment when vie\ /ed from the

surrounding roads or adjacent Thames footpath, and also as a landscape

feature.
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Description ol lhe PrcPosal

Theapplrcalon denliles lhe proposa asAccessa^d avaul onlv and rom pa.l ol

The applcaton was nol suppoded by an Arboricultura Repod although the trees

are considered a malenaLconstra nl lo lhe deve opment aschangestolhesle

wLl have an mpacl onlhet€s

apprceton is based on the rmp:cls

rhe exist ng trees and ands€pe by

The plans prov ded have denl'led the trees al the s(e as no.anve ctrc es on v

bul prov ded no funhef nlormaton on the polenli. impacl to lrees wh ch tas

detem ned durng my s'le v 3t. usng the nlormaton prov'ded namej, Bock P an

u 06 06/04 dared Feb 2or3 & pan u 06 06/02 dated Dec 2012

The sle contarns a number ol trees severalofwh ch have been dentfed as

nd €t ve c rd es on p an u 06 06/02 dated oec 2012 consideri^g lhe lres are a

maler aLconslra nt and somewllrequ re remova as a d rect resull or lrie localon

o l lhebu ldng (  suncearwhytheyhaveno lbenfu ly@nsderedaspar lo l lhe

proposed chanqes as they are a maler a constraL.tlo the redevelopment ot lrre

some ol lhe trees are of mled va ue and could be removed b iacl ate the

developmenl butth6would need lo be covered 'n a t.esuryevandArb

'mprcaron assessment n accorda^ce tlh 8s5337:20r2 whrch should a so

coverlhe mpacl tolhet@es lo be relained as the changes 'n sorl evels and
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works w h n desgnaled root prolecl'on area coud have an mpact on lhose rrees

radequate space s nol madeavarablelo ensure thetr safe relenl on duirng |re

Th€t reesat lhes ' teare there lo resubrec t to the  oca lpanpo cvCS14andCs19

of lhe West Be*sh re Core Stralegy 2012

comments relating lo the Applicanls Reasons fo. Appeal
Existinq Trees and Landscape Featu.es

Pnmary e9 s al on relwes thal LpAs cons der the value ortees and make

provson ror the( presetoai on when coBdenng plann nq app catrons Th s Ls

a so renecred in lhe relevant po 'ces ofthe deveopmenl p an re at ng lo

andscape featurcs (NPPF and Polcres CS14 and CSlS of ihe Wesl aerkshrc

core stralegy 2012) that requ res s'gndcanl andscape tealures to be reta'ned

w h lheproposals Al l€esprovidea baselne 0t adva^rager rhar n.lde

aesthelLc screen ng shelter cu luraLend bod versrty values thev a so conlrbute

lo po luton reduclon and siom wale. run orl prote.t on Assess ng trees

ur 'sng th€abovebase l rnecr le f  a 'dentnesasutabes t tud tu .e to f  re

Plann ng Po 'cy Gudance,€leG to loca p ann ng aulfroftes and deveropers

lh nkrng imag nat ve y about des'gns and ayoulslhat meke most efiecl've use of

ihe and wLthoul comprom s ng the env @nment TheLayoul musltrererore

accommodate lhe proposalst thoul caus ng demonslrabre rrafm 1o the

Theirees rrave not farmal y b€n cons'dered as pan ol lhe des€n process al

plann.q applcatons wh ch may have an 'mpact on trees
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TheBS53372O12Tres  nrea lon todes ign  demoi tonandconst ruc ton-

Recommendalons covers The des'gn and coistuclion process and lr€e dare

as pan ofrgure l n wlrich a ste wh'ch contarns a n

shoud bedetemined parls A D cover lhe leas bi ry and pannrc wh'ch n bnef

covers lheTopographrcalsuBey treesuruey lree categonzan'n t€e consta nrs

and rool poleclion a€as. lhe plans berno prov ded lo delerm'ne the app caron

(U 06 06/04 dated Feb 2013 & pan U 06 06/02 dated oec 2012)are not based

on a lreesufreyoitree mpaclsand therefo€ anv 'mpecl to the tees t ll be

delem'ned after the sle ayoul has been agreed lherefo€ lhe inpacl to lhe

trees was not to nform lhe layout but lo den|fv (he number of tre€s lo be

r€moved to fac (ate ihe changes

The proposed developmenl the.elore does not adequatelv @nsder the relenl'on

of |re trees as pad ollhe deve opment 11 s however apparenl thal l lhe trees

are nor consde.ed careluly whei desQning the lavout cons'derabe ham wl

occurlo the trees and lhe layoul musl lhercfore cons der lhe assessment of lhe

they use the guidance contarned w'lhin as $372012Treesin rclal'on10 desEn

demoLiton and construcl on - Re

Aswe asassessngthe amenly vaue of thelres as|iev stand a €nq€ or

olherraclorsu need io be consdered Includ'no

0) The sze and poshon oflhe trees as envsaqed after the deveopmenr

tak nq nlo accounl luture gro*th The prox mdv ol tees to bu ld ngs s an

rmpoltanl consideral on because
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of rhe potenta dadagelhat a lee mav cause to buid'ngs. paftcu aiv on

. ay so ls. un ess pre€uhons are lak€n In the desgn offolndato^s 'nd

phys'ca damagelhrough dn€cl pressure bv the fulure grolr4h 'i ihe tees

wherher etlect ve p.ovis on can be made lo secu€ Ihelrees proteclron

dunng d€velopmenl opeEtons sutlicentspa@wl be n€eded to enabre

the developmenl to be carned oul for example lor eccess scellod'no

srehuts  pantandmachrneryandthes lo rageormareras

whethe.lhe lrces can wthstand lhe proposed changes in stc 
"nd 

I ons

They may far examp e be more lab e lo w nd lhrow orwnd snap f

nearby trees are removed These maners are kelv to req!reihe

gu'dance ol a compelenl arbarcutura person

AdditionalTree into.mation, T.ee report bv Arbte.h Consulting Lim|ted

The r€e repons prov ded has undenakei a tree suruev n acmrdance wn

BS533T2Ol2andprovdeda l ree .ons t raLntspan b l lno tde termnedthe mpacr

1o the trees and s a good stan when assess ng the polenl'a 'mpa.l1o trees and

wol ld  b€  consdered as  s lage A as  pa  o fFqure l  o l theBS53372012

Ther rees ! tueyhasbeenundedaken naccordancewlhas$372012and1

would agree wth mosl oi the condton olthe lrees and lh€ qrades prov'ded but

wou d quesl on some of tlie grades awa.ded to the lrees the Grade c2 appLred
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to croup r. when ̂o liee sp€cies have been d€nt lied a ong wLlh no malor

defecrs s uncLear Tabe I of lrie 855337 2012 qu dan@ has grad€ c as trees

ol low qua y but lhe sutoev doesnt c anfvwhv thev are ol ow qualtv and lhe

Grade shoud be 82 as lhev wou d appear lo be tGes of Moderale qua[v and

theyarelrces ptesenl n numb€rs usuall, qrow'nq as groups or wood ancs so

Therear€ a numb*ololherrreeswh,ch havebeen cassed arcl w'th norca

lusilcaton ofthe grade as lie lree suruev oi v specles Low qua [vlree th s

ncudesT2 T3 T4 T19 T24 T25 andT30 so theconss lencvo l lhegrad 'nq  n

re ar on io lhe @ndrton ol the lrees is unc ear

As l r re l rce€po. t ' sonyatees ! ruevwthadons l ran tspan i l  ss l 'Luncearon

rhe nlmber ofireeswh ch wLl be affecl€d bvthe proposed new bu ld ng and

assoc ,a tedworks  whLcr iwou ldbenens iageor theBS5337 2012 lgurer  whch

covers rhe con@pluaL des'sn (Pan c) anddesgndeveopmedPan(D) whdr

cl€a y haven I be done therelore even wth th s add nona 'nfdmalDn lhe

porent. 'mp6ct lo lh€ trees 's sl L nol cear

lhe Appe ants app€a stalement m.kes ref€ren@ rn Pad i1r' the €mova of 7

calegory B lrees and 3 category c l@es for lhe bu d nq ocaton ltsel d@s lh s

Incudeoroupr? .wh 'chmght .on la ina funhef  l5 t rees  andnohna s

menlron€d aboul any essoc aled works so lh s ddesnl appearto carry $e

mpact anyfuldrer and I a so nd.ates thal morc ke€s wou d be oanted to

compensate ror$e osses
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TheAppelants appea staEmeil aso nenl ons In pad 3 ihal lhe ma,orly orthe

t .eescove€d rn  the l reesutoey  are  over  10m (e  andwlh theburd ingbeng

onyTm l r rebu id 'n !w l  becomple teyscreenednomal  vewsaround

ihe rak€ t s not cre llhrs rs after rhe remova olthe l5 lrees wh ch wll ceary

openupvewof  lheb! ' ldnO.wh 'chmayasornc lude lheremova o f  G1 andasa

number of lrees denlifed on the const6'nls plan to the nonh of lrre new bu ld ng

arcnl covered 'n the tree suNey lrow can the v'sual mpaclbeassessed

t s apparenttel lhe proposa s M I nvo ve lhe drecl oss ol lrees the

:pp rcarron as submll€d lo tlie counc' ddnt adequately cons dered the polenl al

mpact ro rhe trees which are cons de,ed 'mponanl h{hly vsblefrom oltsde ol

the sle. and very much pad ol lhe landscape characler or tre are

reta ned as parl ol lhe proposed redevelopmenl ol the sne

Thelre€s ar lhe site arc a malor conslra nl to

cons d€red at the desQn stagewhenwoft'ng

adequale pfovison prov ded rorthe relent on

measure provided to rep ace lrees

lhe redeveopme and should be

outlhe constraLnts lor rhe s re wlh

of lrees and suLlable mligal'on

These oble.tons cannol be overcome by the anachment ol cond tons as the

mpac l  sno lc learandnocond i toncanovercomethederc 'ency  t f re .e rore the

refusal s enl rely I uslil ed and lhe appealshouLd bedsmiss€d

i rhe evenl ol lhe appealbe ng a Lowed lhe tree conddons co.tained wthrn the

pann'ng starementshould be alrached 10 ensure lrie lrees are rela ned and
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