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Future of Heritage Boat Museum
Naviqation
for t6e EA
"Ihe Environment Agencyhas set up a
F'uture ofNavigation (FON) project aimed
at establishing a sustainable navigation
busioess. The project is co-ordinating
and supporting a range of activities being
canied out across all its waten'ays in the
Anglian, Midlands and South East regions,
the latter itcorporating the Tharnes. The
overall aim is to become more financially
self sufficient and reduce reiiance on
Government firnding.

The FON project is also responsible
for prep"ring lhe Inlormation neecled tor
the revierv being carried out in 2014 on
the potential transfer ofEA watenuays
to the Canal & River Trust. This transfer
'i\,ill be subject to: the agreement of
CRTI trusteesi and affordability for
Government. Ifthe transfer is conlirmed,
the earl iest implementation dare i \  l jkely
to be 2015/16.

The River Thames Society, along rvith
numerous other trade, conservation
and user group'.  argue" agdinst rhe CRT
taking over tesponsibility for the non-
tidal Thames.

at Beale Park

lhe Consuta Trust and the fhantes Boats
T rJ . l  r r e  \ \ ' n  l i nSon  p l Jn .  l n  ( . l r b l r r h  -
Th rn le .  H . r i l ag i  \ l u . c  n , r t  Bca le  t u r k .
' lhe 

init ial  planning application ftnded b1,
(  n - \ L l d  l . r r , r  -  r r i l l  , h o r r l r  b e . u b m i r r e d
to \\iest Berkshire (louucil bv the lleale
Park Trust.

fhe (lonsuta Trust alreadv has tlr,o
historicaLl,v inlportant boats, Cofi jLld
and C.tg l]l and thcre are ser.eral other

private historic lhames crah thal $ould be
appropri i te ol1 a loan basis; in addit ion there
is the National \ lar i t inte \ fuseum's lbrmcr
inspection launch Do,ol. ,  \ \ .hich is currcn v
languishing in storage near S\\ indon.

As the project hopefull,v gathers
momentun, supPort lrom RTS members and
local residents \r. i l lbe rnvaluable. lb l ind crut
more email  brian.srnith6consuta.org.uk or
\, isi t  www,consuta,org.uk,


