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MEMBER OF

Dear Mr Lugg,

Ref: - Planning Application O7/}t7llFlJ|*,.

I aqr writing in support ofthe appeal against the decision to refuse the above planning
application for a floating boathouse at bede park.

I am a boatbuilder, I build and restore wooden Thames boats and, as such, I am very
yucf nart of a long and well established Thames tradition. In its iieyday, ihur., 

'

boatbuilders represented the pinnacle of fine craftsmanship and innovaiion Today the
same,tradition is still very much alive albeit at a smaler r"ul". I u,n arso a trustee of
The Consuta Trust.

It is here, in my boatyard, that "consuta" was rebu t for the consuta Trust. This
project defined the importance and significance of"consuta', to the Thames and the
history ofboat design in this country. without question "consuta,'is an extraordinary
steam launch, she is recognised nationa y for hir historic importance and her keepers,
the consuta Trust, have proven their ability to restorg maintain and exhibit her on the
Thames.

Keen11e. a-mugeum quality vintage steam launch afloat and in commission requires a
tg? rygl level of stewardship. Few maritime museums have managed to achieve this
with their exhibits, and are forced to keep craft under their care in duildings remote
ftoy t[e element that brings them alive. ;'consuta" is now l l0 years old, and thanks
to the Trust, the public are able to take a trip in her and experience first hand the
excitement of a powerful and beautiful steam raunch in aciion they can learn about
the hull construction and understand why she is so fast and clean through the water,
they can see the fire in the bo er, the engine turning and feel the puts" ifthe propeit".
pushing her through the water. None of ihis is possible in a staticind sterile museum.
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The proposed boathouse will address the issues of future maintenance and access to"Consuta". She will be moo...t ypoyt qy p* oi fr" iUf -bbing continuallyagainst the side; she will be well aired and kept ready foi ,tea-ingl tn th" oJoi"., ,rr.will be gently lifted inside the boathour" ,truitu." #Jr"..n ly 
"[o*"d 

,p ;;;f;;.fitted under the hull where easy,access will be possible foimaint"nuo... ai uoyii* 
'

visitors can see her, learn how the steam prant works and become involved with hercare.

Not only is the floating boathouse essential to the future of ..consuta,', but it is
re lake at Beale park. The application is
riate location that will care for an historic'ience ofan extraordinary part ofour

I believe that there is a responsibility on everyone who can influence the future of
"consuta'to understand the significance ofthis remarkable launch and the Trust that
cares for her, and exercise that influence.

Yours sincerely,

/'1 l

Gf,.,.^- tlc^*J
Colin Henwood.


